





















July, 2003 






Enoch casino supporters says 
racism is stalling the project 

by John Copley 
















































July, 2003 Alberta Native News 

Vancouver wins its bid for 
the 2010 Winter Olympics 


by John Copley 

Vancouver has been named the host city of the 2010 FNS “applauds th 
Winter Olympics, over competitors, Salzburg, all those involved which has I 
Austria, and Pyeongchang, South Korea. resulted in Vancouver being I 

During the past couple of years several First Nations selected to host the 2010 I 
groups disassociated themselves from the Olympic Olympic and Paralympic I 
bid, and in fact urged foreign nations to consider Winter Games.” 

Canada’s indignities to its Indigenous populations B.C. Grand Chief, Edward I 
when casting their votes. Despite these efforts, the John, a member of the First 
recent announcement does offer a great deal of good Nations Summit political i 
news for many of British Columbia’s First Nations executive, called 

communities. Vancouver’s successful bid, 

To begin with, even prior to the announcement com- “a tremendous opportunity I 
mitments were in place to provide a $3 million to showcase British ! 

Aboriginal sports legacy fund for achieving, sports- Columbia, its tremendous _ 

minded Aboriginal youth. According to the terms of pool of talent, cultural diver- British Columbia Premier Campbell congratulates Lil’wat Chief Leonard Andrew 
the deal, as set forth in the Vancouver’s bid, an addi- sity and diverse geography.” (centre) and Squamish Chief Gibby Jacob (left) over a model of the planned 
tional $2.3 million will be channeled though the Chief John said the FNS St l uamis h Lil’wat Cultural Centre in Whistler at a June 21 event. 

Squamish and Lil’wat First Nations for job training “in particular, wishes to 

programs and to guarantee that First Nations busi- thank Chief Gibby Jacobs (Squamish Nation),Chief who are displeased with the recent announcement, 
nesses work on Olympic sites. More than $7.5 million Ernie Campbell (Musqueam First Nation), Chief One of these groups calls itself the NO Games 2010 
more is allocated by the provincial and federal gov- Maureen Thomas (Tsleil-Waututh First Nation) and Coalition. One of the organization’s leaders, Chris 
emments toward a state-of-the-art, $15 million First Chief Leonard Andrew (Lil’ Wat Nation) for their Shaw, referred to funds designated for First Nations 
Nations Cultural Centre. The new venue will be involvement in bringing forward the views of their as bribe money, payoff for supporting the games, 
built across the street from the Fairmont Chateau communities as well as those of the many First This accusation has Chief Jacob seeing red; he says 
Whistler Hotel. The province also agreed, if Nations in this province during the bid process.” he and others have worked far too long and far to 



Vancouver won the bid, to transfer 300 acres of land 
in the Callaghan Valley to the Squamish and Lil’’ 
First Nations. The land, which is scheduled to 
transferred in April 2005, will be used for econom¬ 
ic development. The two First Nations cc 
/ become partners it 


The FNS officially endorsed the 2010 Olympic hard to be called thieves, 
and Paralympic bid after passing a resolution of "From the outset,” Chief Jacob commented to 
support earlier this March. media recently, “when the idea was put forward to 

“The First Nations Summit,” offered Braker, hold the Olympics, we said if the Games are held on 
“believes that given the many different challenges our traditional territory, we want to go along with 

the youth in our communities face, the 2010 Games those who are co-hosting it and we want benefits. 

Society - that’s the name of the group which will w jn provide a unique opportunity to focus and We want to invest in our own community and in the 

d operate the Callaghan Valley-based, $102- shape t h e ir energies and dreams. The Summit is also local economy." 


bobsled and luge track that will be constructed at wiU prov jde an opportu- 
Blackcomb. The Squamish and Lil’wat First njtv to showcase the 


rength and cultural 
diversity (including art, 
lie, and cultural/tradi- 


saluting Canada's 


rth, a land of challenge & opportunity 


Blackcomb. The Squamish and 
Nations will also receive 50 portable houses from 
the athlete’s village at Whistler, in addition to a 

er $6.5 million that will be earmarked for horn ___ 

“It’s a great day - there are so many positives I just ceremonies) ~ of 

can’t get this grin off my face,” said Squamish First First Nations in British 
Nation Chief Gibby Jacob, after learning that Columbia to the rest of 
Vancouver had been given the nod by an over- the wor id.” 
whelming majority of Olympic committee voters. There are als0 flrose 
“This is an awesome opportunity for young 
Aboriginal athletes from 
right across the country to 
get involved in the dream 
of a lifetime - Olympic 
competition.” 

Chief Jacob, a former 
lacrosse player and a well 
known athlete, delivered a 
45 minute presentation to 
the Olympic Committee 
before addressing their 
numerous questions. 

The First Nations 
Summit (FNS) was one of 
the first groups to offer its 
congratulations and sup¬ 
port to Vancouver’s win¬ 
ning bid. Spokesperson 
Colin Braker said the 


seven years, 
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Phil Fontaine returns as Canada’s 
National Grand Chief 


Alberta Native News July, 2003 


Phil Fontaine is once again Canada’s National 
Grand Chief. Winning back the position he lost in 
2000 because the majority of Canada’s Aboriginal 
leaders believed he was too close to government and 
too slow to make progress, Fontaine’s supporters eas¬ 
ily outdistanced those of incumbent Grand Chief 
Matthew Coon Come, who saw any hopes he had of 
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retaining his post disappear on the first ballot. 
Fontaine won the election on the second ballot when 
he defeated Assembly of First Nations (AFN) leader¬ 
ship candidate, Roberta Jamieson by a 338 (61%) to 
217 (39%) vote count, five more than the 333 he 
needed to count coup. 

Smiling and thanking his supporters for their dili¬ 
gence, hard work and dedication, the newly elected 
Grand Chief promised the more than 1500 Native 
leaders, delegates and supporters who attended the 
AFN’s 24 Annual Assembly in Edmonton, that he 
would live up to the vision and the commitment he 
presented on the campaign trail. Swearing his alle¬ 
giance and repeating his oath of office, Fontaine said 



V ffl/MOTS 



he “solemnly promised” and “sincerely pledged” 
to “place the needs of your Assembly above my own 
comfort; to watch for all dangers and to give you 
warning; to watch for opportunities to strengthen our 
people and to aid all such efforts....” 

Leading into the election Phil Fontaine said the time 
for change is now. 

“I stand before you today with a sense of urgency 
that I have never before felt,” he said on July 3, 2003. 
“If we travel down the course set out by the Assembly 
of First Nations, the suffering of our people will con¬ 
tinue. The momentum that we had three years ago has 
died. It is vital that we strengthen Aboriginal leader¬ 
ship to develop a new fiscal relationship between First 
Nations and Canada. Join me in restoring the credi¬ 
bility of our National political organization. Join me 
in local, regional and national partnerships that will 
enable us, as self-governing people, to become eco¬ 
nomically independent, and healthy in mind, body and 
soul in fulfillment of the promise of our ancestors. 
This is our message for the new millennium.” 

The Chiefs listened and on the first ballot gave 
Fontaine 51 per cent of the vote, nine per cent less 
than he would need to win his bid. When the final tally 
of the second ballot was 
announced and Fontaine 
was named National 
Grand Chief, the 58 year 
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old father of 
father of 
plished the near-impossi¬ 
ble - he was given a sec¬ 
ond chance. 

Speaking to packed 
room of more than 1,500 



“Chiefs, you have spoken,” he said. “I am humbled 
by your decision. The strength of our peoples comes 
from unity. We must present oufselves as united to the , 
rest of Canada in order to meet the serious challenges 
ahead. The First Nations of Canada are here to stay 
and to grow (and) it’s time that our treaties are fully 
implemented and our inherent right to self-govern¬ 
ment is not completely recognized but made real. My 
mandate from you demands no less.” 

The outcome of the AFN’s eighth election in its 
twenty-four year old history may have been a surprise 
to some, but Canada’s Chiefs, even though they are 
tired of being bullied by government, chose 
Fontaine’s conciliatory nature and diplomat tactics 
over the more controversial and often adversarial 
Matthew Coon Come because they think the latter has 
done more harm than good by continually fighting 
with Indian Affairs Minister Robert Nault and others. 
Phil Fontaine, bom Larry Phillip Fontaine, is an 
Anishnaabe from the Sagkeeng First Nation in 
Manitoba. He first entered politics as a young man 
when he joined the Canadian Indian Youth Council. 
He was elected to two consecutive terms as Chief of 
the Sagkeeng First Nation (1973), and to three con¬ 
secutive terms as Grand Chief of the Assembly of 
Manitoba Chiefs (1991). He played an instrumental 
role in the defeat of the Meech Lake Accord, was 
elected National Grand Chief in 1997 and was 
appointed to head up the Indian Claims Commission 
in 2002, a post he resigned earlier this year when he 
decided to accept his 
nomination as an AFN 
leadership candidate. 

Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien phoned Phil 
Fontaine after the elec¬ 
tion to congratulate him 
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assure him that Ottawa 
looking forward to woi 
ing with him. 


We salute and encourage all Chiefs and Leaders of the 
First Nations to be wise and patient in their deliberations. 
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Artist inspired 
historic 
Chiefs 


by i 


during the second Riel Resistance. 
He had attracted the attention of the 
Canadian government for refusing 
to sign Treaty 6 in 1876, denounc¬ 
ing “white dishonesty in treaty 
dealings." He urged other tribes to 


by Jane Ash Poif ras 


Chiefs appear 
The answer' 


red why the images of historic India 
a often in my art. 

simple: I am inspired by their lives - 


with little success. 

Frustrated by the poverty and 
hunger endured by his people under 
government “occupation" of their 
traditional lands, he joined forces 
vith Poundmaker in supporting t - 


.. .. that should never be forgotten. It is my hope that Second Riel Resistance in 1885 that 
by keeping their images alive they and their stories V J h ^ Ra (jp ^later^gov- 

will never be forgotten, and that they will be an inspi- flrst b y the RLMP and later - gov 
ration to present and future generations. 

Those Chiefs lived heroic and courageous lives, 
often in the face of great challenges, and for too many, 


Poundmaker, a Cree Chief whose 
band included both Cree and 
their lives enaea in trageay. Assiniboines had earlier urged 

Their trials and tribulations, and the strength of P^e, but hrs young wamors 
character that got them through, are etched on then- pushed him 


faces, leaving an indelible impression on all who see 
their portraits. 

Big Bear (1825 - 1888) was the principal Cree Chief 


camps 
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300 Canadian soldiers. 

Over a period of several weeks. 

Big Bear and most of his wamors 
surrendered. Eight were hanged, 
and Big Bear and Poundmaker 
were sentenced to three years in 
jail. They were released early when 
it became clear that incarceration „ 

would kill them. They both died with- p 0 |t ra s 
in six months of their release. 

Poundmaker was the adopted son of Crowfoot, 



Cover Art: Chief Joseph, Leader of the Nez Perce by Jane Ash 


joining several Chiefs in signing Treaty 7, and also 


leading Chief of the Blackfoot Confederacy, historic worked for peace between his people and the 
' of the Cree who knew him as a fierce warrior. Canadian Pacific Railway as they laid tracks across 


The adoption brought peace between the warring their traditional lands in Southern Alberta. 
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When his adopted son Poundmaker sought his sup- 
member of port for the Second Riel Resistance, Crowfoot 
ickfoot, declined. He spent the last years of his life as a peace- 
Crowfoot was an ally of maker, travelling between various tribes. He lost near¬ 
white settlers and advocat- ly all of his children to smallpox and other European 
ed peace with them. He diseases. 

gained further recognition Chief Joseph (see cover art) in 1871 succeeded his 
from them when he res- father (also named Chief Joseph) as leader of the Nez 
cued Father Albert Perce and, tike his father, refused to surrender to 
Lacombe, and rejected reservation life. That determination launched him and 
overtures from Sitting Bull his people on an arduous journey. 

. ~ ■ ■ The epic trek began in the young Chief s first year 

leader as he reluctantly began plans tc-* *•" 


o Canada after the Battle 500-plus members to Idaho. Settlers had stolen hun¬ 


dreds of the Nez Perce’s prized blue Appaloosa hors- 
Montana. es, and a group of young warriors retaliated by killing 

Crowfoot was the lead- 18 settlers. 

ing representative of the The army was brought in to make arrests, but rather 


Blackfoot Confederacy, 
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than surrender. Chief Joseph marched his whole tribe 
into the mountains. For 
several months, they 
dodged troops as they pro¬ 
ceeded through the nigged 
terrain, keeping them at 
bay with rear guard action 
when they got close. 

Finally, many months 
and 1500 miles later, 
exhausted, wounded, hun¬ 
gry and cold, and only 30 
miles from the safety of the 
Canadian border, the Nez 
Perce who had survived the 
ordeal surrendered. 
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plea to let his people re 
tie in their homeland, they 
were imprisoned at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas 
where many died of malar¬ 
ia. In 1885, the 268 still 
surviving were moved as 
winter was beginning, 
with no supplies, to what is 
now Oklahoma, where 
they experienced profound 
suffering, and still more 
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Later, 140 were allowed 
to return to the Pacific 
Northwest, some to 
Lapwat, Idaho and others 
to Colville Reservation in 
eastern Washington, where 
Chief Joseph died in 1904. 
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Residential Schools resolution 
process moves forward 


address any complaints about adjudicators. He will 
take up his duties in July. 

In addition to naming Mr. Hughes, Minister 
Goodale announced an Adjudication Secretariat to 
support the Chief Adjudicator and the new ADR 
process - to be based in Regina, Saskatchewan. 

Ted Hughes, a retired judge has been appointed serve for a period of two years as Chief Adjudicator Thirdly, the Minister also announced that, begin- 
head of an Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) for the new and generally available ADR process." n ' n 8 ' n , ' 1C department of Public Works and 
process to help deal with the huge volume of abuse A series of consultations with former IRS students. Government Services Canada will be commend 
claims arising from the operation of Indian residential their lawyers and church representatives helped devel- “ 

op the selection criteria 
identified potential 


schools (IRS). 

To date, some 11,500 
claims of physical and/or 
sexual abuse at the schools 
have been initiated through 
the court system, with 
more expected. Only a lim¬ 
ited number of these 
claims have been brought 
I to a conclusion. At the 
present rate using existing 
procedures, it would likely 
take more than 50 years to 
clear the total caseload. 

Last December, the gov¬ 
ernment launched a new 
overall Settlement 

Framework in an attempt 
to better manage all these 
abuse claims. It includes 
existing litigation proce¬ 
dures, pre-trial settlements, 

1 voluntary out-of-court 

agreements, and certain 
current ADR pilot projects. 

It also proposes to make 
both individual and group ADR processes generally Over the past decade, Mr. Hughes has been 
available (beyond just pilot projects) to all claimants - in various mediation and 
at their option. In addition, the new Framework also dispute resolution initia- 
l provides for health and social support systems for IRS tives, as well as difficult 
I claimants and commemoration activities. 

"The Framework is intended to provide 
I options and greater capacity to administer, validate 
and resolve the huge number of IRS claims outstand¬ 
ing in a safe and humane, credible, appropriate and 
timely manner," Public Works Minister Ralph 
Goodale said. "In the interests of those who have wait¬ 
ed so long for justice, we want to be able to move 
. faster, saving on administration and 



r this n 
. subsequent 


open, national, competitive process 
select the 32 full-time independent adjudicators who 
will be needed to operate the ADR system. All adjudi¬ 
cators, including the Chief Adjudicator, will operate at 
arm's length from government. Information about 
applications may be obtained through 


__ _ e are mov ' n g forward carefully on this huge file, 

tentative one lawyerrep- step-by-step, to make sure we get things right - in 
resenting former students everyone's best interests. While putting the ADR 
and the Deputy Minister of mechanism in place, to be ready hopefully for start-up 


IRSRC recommended the 
successful candidate to 
Minister Goodale. 

Mr. Hughes is a promi¬ 
nent Canadian jurist. A 
former judge of the Court 
of Queen's Bench of 
Saskatchewan and a for¬ 
mer Deputy Attorney- 
General of British 
Columbia, he is currently 
the Commissioner of 
Conflict of Interest and 
Ethics Counsellor to the 
Public Service of the 
Northwest Territories. 


before the end of this calendar year, we ar 
suiting further with all stakeholders to make sure that 
any remaining concerns and criticisms are addressed 
as well as humanly possible," Minister Goodale said. 


Chiefs and Leaders 
enl to a better 
■ people. 


Little Saskatchewan 
First Nation 
Health Centre 


* A * 


and high profile public 
s - all of which 
re him well in his 


NOTICE OF RESCHEDULING OF HEARING 


s, while generating the same 
i on validated claims that any 
[ would have produced. 

I "To that end, 1 am pleased to announce that T 
I Hughes of Victoria, British Columbia has agreed 


As Chief Adjudicator, 
Mr. Hughes will be 
responsible * for the 
scheduling of ADR cases 
and managing the work¬ 
load and conduct of a 
roster of about 32 full¬ 
time independent adjudi¬ 
cators. He will also 
receive, consider and 
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Evergreen Memorial Gardens 
offers personalized services 

by John Copley 

The 16204 Fort Road location that marks the home of many ethnic and religious groups in Canada and an 


recognized as important contributing members 
their respective communities. If you are considering 
making your arrangements in advance, need more 
information on the subject of funerals or 
perhaps are in a time of need and require 
v . . caring assistance or viable informa- 

ion, Deena Puscher wants you 
:o give her a call. That’s what 
. she does. 

Y / “I can help alleviate your 
V.' . concerns by answering your 
'•£- . ■ questions,” assured Deena, 
tiX • a counsellor and 

licensed funeral 
director who’s 
genial persona 
suggests tact and 
diplomacy come hand- 
-hand with knowledge 
d commitment. “If 
you have questions 

cemetery plan- 


of Evergreen Memorial Gardens, a member 
of the “proudly Canadian,” Arbor 
Memorial Services family, and a respect¬ 
ed member of the Edmonton commu¬ 
nity, is a landmark to all Capital City 
residents. Over the years, n 
than 20,000 families have 
entrusted 

Memorial Gardens with the. 
care of their loved 
another 12,000 

£ 

company to preplan ■ 
their own cemetery and - 
funeral arrangements. 

“Making these types •' 
of arrangements ahead 
of time,” explained 
Counsellor Deena Puscher, 

“is embraced as a thought¬ 
ful gesture that relieves the 
family of undue emotional and 
financial stress, while also ensuring 
that one’s personal wishes are 
observed, but it also offers real peace-of- 
mind to know that your final arrangements 
have been made ahead of time, and that w 
assisting with those arrangements. Our rep¬ 
utation precedes us.” 

Arbor Memorial Services 
Incorporated was ^ ts89 ~ 

first established ~ . funeral planning and cremation, call me. I also work 

in 1947. Today " ^ with families who choose not to use our cemetery, but 

the company instead wish to use one that is significant to them. We 

comprises 41 cemeter- can help you to make all of the arrangements.” 

ies, 27 crematoria and 93 funer- Deena Puscher often arranges the design, produc- 

al homes, including five that are owned in partnership tion and installation of various types of monuments 

with others. The cemetery properties range in size for families from all areas of Alberta. Her experience 

from approximately 25 to 180 acres and are staffed by is a “particularly impor- 
permanent maintenance and administrative personnel tant asset when arranging 
including licensed funeral directors, embalmers, specialized services 
funeral assistants and office administrators. which reflect the tradi- 

The highly trained pro¬ 
fessionals staffing Arbor 
Memorial funeral homes 
supply personalized sup¬ 
port and customized servic¬ 
es for gatherings of any 
size. The funeral homes 
and cemeteries under its 
umbrella, including 

Edmonton’s Evergreen 
Memorial Gardens, have 
also been developed to pro¬ 
vide for the specific needs 



tions of our Native heritage.” 

As a trained and licensed Funeral Director in the 
province of Alberta, Deena’s professional attitude and 
outstanding ‘bed-side skills’ help to instill confidence 
and trust, important abilities to have when confronting 
one of life’s more serious topics. One of Deena’s key 
tasks is helping individuals, families and communities 
to have the bodies and/or remains of their loved ones 
returned home. 

“An example of this,” she explained, “can be seen 
when people who have left their ancestral homes to 
make their living in the city or other far-away region, 
pass away and family members want to return them to 
their home community. We are here to help with these 
types of arrangements.” 

For more information, without pressure or obliga¬ 
tion, about Evergreen Memorial Gardens and the 
many services they have available for you and your 
loved ones, call Deena Puscher at (780) 472-9019 or 
1-800-663-1820. 
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Evergreen Memorial Gardens h 
long tradition of respecting your traditions. 

Ensure your personal and cultural wishes are observed by 
planning ahead with the professional who understands the 
Metis culture from a personal perspective. Deena Puscher 
is proud to provide information without obligation to help you 
honour your family’s native heritage, while sparing 
loved ones from undue stress and financial pressure. 

For the Metis Perspective on final planning, 
Call Deena Puscher today. 
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Avalanche sign 
Forward Cody 
McCormick 

The Colorado Avalanche announced last month that 
among others, the Club has signed forward Cody 
McCormick. Pursuant to team policy, terms were not 
disclosed. McCormick, 20, was Colorado’s fifth selec¬ 
tion, 144th overall, in the 2001 Entry Draft. A native 
of London, Ontario, the six-foot, three-inch, 210- 
pound forward has played the last four seasons with 
the Belleville Bulls of the Ontario Hockey League 
(OHL). 

As Belleville’s captain for the 2002-03 campaign, 
McCormick paced the team in goals (36) and penalty 
minutes (166), was second on the roster in points (69), 
and third in assists (33), all establishing new career 
highs. He chipped in four goals and seven assists in 
the playoffs, tied for second among Bulls scorers. 

“Cody had an exceptional year and we expect con¬ 
tinued progress from him,” said Assistant to the 
General Manager Greg Sherman. “He brings a strong 
work ethic and physical presence with him to the rink. 


Congratulations to AFN Chief Phil Fontaine 


Starting a 
Business? 


We can show you how! 

CANADIAN CORPORATE & TRADE NAME SEARCHES 

12722 -127 Street, Edmonton. Alberta T5L 1A5 


Nuans 42,oo 
Corporations 200.oo 
Trade Name 35.oo 
Partnership 35.oo 


Ph: (780) 413-9022 
Fax: (780) 413-0166 
www.cctns.com 
cctns@interbaun.com 





Give your Forests a Hand. 


If you can't pick up the ashes, they're too hot to leave! 

CALL 

1 - 800 - 661-0800 

TO REPORT A FIRE. 
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CornerStone works hard to ensure 
quality investments 


Most people can turn a fifty dollai 
upside down and and watch it turn 
into a five; a few, however, — 
flip over the five and have 
hundred. The luck of the 
draw? Not according tc 
John McLeod, the presi¬ 
dent of CornerStone 
Financial Consulting, a 
Saskatoon-based invest¬ 
ment, marketing, joint 

money/management con¬ 
sulting firm that CEO 
McLeod says goes the 
extra mile when it comes to 
safeguarding the interests of 
the company’s Aboriginal 
clients. And he wants to mak 
sure that Native businesses, c 
munities, organizations and indit 
als talk to him first - before they make 
decisions about how or where to invest 
their money. McLeod knows that when 
people untrained in finance and invest¬ 
ment come into a sudden or even 
expected windfall, the wolves are at the 
door making promises they might not 
be able to keep. McLeod has made 
CornerStone Financial a success and 
he’s done it the old fashioned way, he’s 
worked for it. He’s been broke, bank¬ 
rupt, down and nearly out but he has 
learned from his mistakes. He says he 
comes “from a tough crew” that “never 
quits” and that he’s made his way in 
business by fighting for the underdog 
and making sure that the Aboriginal 

get taken advantage of. 

“Money,” explained McLeod, “is 
like another business; if you want to 
succeed in it, you have to know what 
you’re doing, and you have to know 
who you are doing business with.” 

As the rapid pace toward self-suffi¬ 
ciency and self-determination contin¬ 
ues to expand through Canada’s First 
Nation communities, John McLeod 
says it’s important for Aboriginal com¬ 
munity and business leaders to under¬ 
stand that there are many viable 
options, no matter what the project or 
idea, and that careful consideration be 
given to them all before making com¬ 
mitments that cost money. 

“That’s where we come in," assures 
McLeod. “We get dozens of people 
coming to see us with ideas and pro¬ 
posals - lawyers, business executives, 
individuals - you name it. We also have 
First Nation communities and busi¬ 
nesses contacting us looking for part¬ 
nership possibilities or for outlets 
where they can sell their goods and 
offer their services. The first thing we 
do is ensure that our clients have a 
good understanding of business strate¬ 
gy and how it works. We demonstrate 
how our financial system works. 
CornerStone Financial looks at long¬ 
term - we’ll help you to understand 
your options and then we’ll bring in the 
experts to explain the details. 

“It is imperative in fact,” assures 
McLeod, "that everyone truly under¬ 
stands all aspects of every situation or 
opportunity. Sometimes people won’t 
ask questions, they’ll just nod in agree¬ 
ment, even when they don’t really 
understand the situation. When we 
merge two entities into a partnership 
it’s usually a case of matching one 
party with money to another with 
something that the other wants to buy, 
or rent, or utilize in some other way.” 


cial consulting, mortgage an 
ment opportunities, e-busine 

al exploration, oil and gas exploration, water drilling 
and export, joint venture projects and facilitating lease 
agreements between First Nations and various leasing 


development opportunities in Canada and the 
U.S.A., First Nations logging and various youth eco- 
mic projects. 

to nromote sustainable ‘Contact us if you’ve got a project you’d like to get 
R .. . ’ off the ground, or goods or services that you’d like to 

inanciallv rewardma irutia- ?eU „ J courages 4 Leod . .. Qur methodology is sim¬ 
ple and successful. First, CornerStone will meet with 
your company to discuss objectives and assist in 
Continued on Page 13 


)rner 
tone 

financial consulting 

“Bringing Business Together” 


VISION STATEMENT 


GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

Our goal is to facilitate meetings with experts in busines: 
financial experts and those individuals who are responsib 

which is part of the trust agreement. 


“Our Business Goal is to create synergy between partners, 
so each partner’s goals can be achieved” 
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Kahkewistahaw Nation celebrates 
significant land claim settlement 


Last month the Kahkewistahaw First Nation cele- result of the 1907 surrender, 
brated the settlement of their longstanding land claim. “This claim addresses an his- 
The settlement resolves an historical claim that toric injustice and provides a set- 
dates back to 1907, when reserve lands were taken tlement that addresses the 
from the First Nation. improper land surrender,” said 

“For nearly a century, the members of INAC Minister Robert Nault. 
Kahkewistahaw First Nation have suffered the conse- The First Nation may use the 
quences of not having this land for our use and bene- settlement proceeds to purchase 
fit," said Chief Louis Taypotat. “We are very pleased land on a willing-seller/willing 
this claim is finally settled. Throughout this entire buyer basis and request that up 
process we have always been mindful of how our to 29,000 acres be set apart as 


Mark Amy Center 
for Healing Addictions 

Drug & Alcohol Abuse Counselling Services Available 


To register or for more information 
phone: (780) 334-2398 or fax: (780) 334-2352 
P.O. Box 5748, Fort McMurray, Alberta T9H 4V9 


1-866-320-8889 
Fax: (403) 320-8842 
Fer Employment Counselling, 


Vivian White Quills 


0 


Liberia 


Saluting the increasing recognition of the 
housing needs of the First Nations. 


Paul Band 


Box 89, Duffield, Alberta TOE 0N0 
(780) 892-7291 


WANTED 



By all communities interested in 
helping their youth stop drinking 
alcohol and using drugs 


REWARD 


A positive change in the behaviors 
and attitudes of your 
community youth 
For community workshop 
information call 604-983-9813 


Regina, Saskatchewan. The First 
Nation has a total population of 
1,407 registered members, with 
445 people resident on-reserve. 



NORTHERN WOLVERINE, 


CHRI5T0PHER.HARVEY.CHAHBAUD. 


Enoch Casino 

continued from page 2 


local gaming experts sli 


Enoch Cree Nation Economic Development Officer, 
Robert Morin, said the band “wants to be good neigh¬ 
bours” and “wants to work with the communities.” He 
and other band administrators also made it clear that 
they were willing to foot the cost, despite the fact that 
those costs - for sewer, water and roads - could 
amount to more than $10 million. Though he did not 
elaborate, Morin told city councilors the Enoch Cree 
Nation plans to replace its current oil and gas revenues 
with new projects it plans to build on reserve lands. 

Edmonton’s GM of Planning and Development, 
Larry Benowski, told media that the band had made it 
clear that, “they are prepared to pay their fair share.” 

But a few months later. Mayor Smith, as though he 
hadn't been paying attention the first time around, 
once again questioned the money situation. 

When the casino plans were first announced and 
they were little more than an idea floating on the wind, 


I (hmm » Wo 

Specializing in Piaster, Stucco & Drywall 

Serving Edmonton, AB & Area • wvnv.grbyer.com 

Edmon.Jn.AB'' 6 ^'"'' (780)451-0849 


Parkland Ventures 
Society 


NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

Guidance - Advocacy - Employment 
for Disabled or Disadvantaged Persons 


Congratulations to the National Chief 


Phil Fontaine 


$ 

aj Design, Build 

Contractors 

1-888-267-5047 

Edmonton, Calgary & Vancouver 


Permosteel 

Construction Ltd. 


Thene 






1 the objections began to flow. Now 
passed and the casino project is a 






distinct reality, the o 
and offered without sc 
Edmonton in a torrent re 
during a 

enough gamblers’, ‘ 

‘everyone will suffer losses if Enoch opens a casino,’ 
came from several of the gaming establishments 
already open for business. Words that included, “it’s 
going to impact our transportation systems,” and “the 
city has at risk here a lot of money.” came from sev¬ 
eral city councilors who expressed their objections to 
endorsing the casino development. 

“We need to be somehow compensated or have 
some kind of input into the process,” remarked 
Councilor Stephen Mandel. 

“It’s going to impact policing services and our 
emergency response and those are definite costs,” 
added Councilor Karen Leibovici. Costs are associat¬ 
ed with just about every single thing we do; it’s just a 
matter of getting the right balance. Now quit whining, 
quit grumbling, quit making excuses. Go figure the 
costs out - and then step up to the plate and do the 
right thing. 


to AFN Chief Phil Fontaine 

consultingltd. 


nchievementa. 


the LODGE MOTOR INN 


BEST $ VALUE ★ 24 HOUR CHECK-IN ★ 


53 MOTEL UNITS • FULL CABLE TV • ICE 
AIR CONDITIONED ROOMS 
TANNING STUDIO 

HEATED OUTDOOR POOL (May through September) 
24-HOUR TOUCH TONE PHONES 
FRIDGE IN 


NON-SMOKING 




AVAILABLE 


10909- 100th 

Grande Pr_ 

(780)539-4700 Fax 
1-800-661-7874 (Res 


mm 


t Avenue, (Highway 2 West) 
•rairie, Alberta T8V 3)9 
.Fax (780) 539-4700 
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Town of Peace River: A Northern Jewel 


Nestled within the majestic valley of the Peace 
River, the Town of Peace River enjoys one of the most 
beautiful physical settings in Alberta. The Town is sit¬ 
uated near the confluence of the Peace, Smoky and 
Heart rivers. Outlooks such as Kaufman Hill, 
Sagitawa Lookout and the site of Twelve Foot Davis 
grave all offer a beautiful view of the river valley 

The Town offers its residents and visitors alike, a 
full range of adventure and recreational activities. 
Along with great shopping, hotels, motels, restaurants 
and lounges, there are recreational fitness centers, 
indoor pools with waterslides, curling rink, arena, 
children’s water spray park, movie theatre, bowling 
alley and dance clubs. At the Peace River Centennial 
Museum and Archives, there are more than 200 years 
of history to experience. 

During the summer months, enjoy the beautiful 


Peace River setting by walking, hiking and cycling in 
and around the natural valley hills. There are also 9 
and 18 holes grass green golf courses in idyllic set¬ 
tings for enthusiasts to enjoy, located in immediate 
proximity to the Town. Boat launches allow access to 
the river with water-skiing and rowing being popular 
activities, while riverboat cruises are offered to those 
who just want to relax on long, warm, sunny days. 

For winter activities, the full service downhill ski 
facility, together with many trails available throughout 
the valley, suitable for cross country ski use, a lighted 
toboggan hill and outdoor skating rinks provide fun 
and enjoyment for families of all ages. We invite you 
to visit this all year round safe and relaxing destina¬ 
tion and discover the warm, friendly hospitality and 
beauty that is Peace River. The Town of Peace River, 
a true Northern Jewel. 


Cornerstone 

continued from page 11 

defining company goals. We’U conduct a needs analy¬ 
sis, which will help us prioritize your company’s goals 
and objectives and assess your financial situation and 
we’ll tailor it to your company's requirements. We will 
then design a plan to fulfill those goals and objectives 
and if market expansion is your focus, we will devise 
a plan to tap your target market.” 

While in consultation with you, ComerStone will 
approach companies or entities best able to meet the 
investment needs of a given situation. Once you have 
chosen your marketing, management or financial strat¬ 
egy, ComerStone will facilitate a working agreement 
between you and your new partner. McLeod and his 
staff can negotiate the contract on your behalf, or sim¬ 
ply facilitate the meetings and serve as consultants. 

“Throughout the lifetime of the venture,” assures 
McLeod, “ComerStone will remain available to over¬ 
see the project, assist in negotiations and provide 


tions and investment opportunities throughout Canada, 
the Americas and worldwide,” closed John McLeod. 
“By tapping into unique global markets such as 
Indigenous entities, we provide lucrative opportunities 
in markets that have been traditionally difficult to 
access. No company is too large or too small to bene¬ 
fit from our services.” 

For more information contact ComerStone Financial 
Consulting by calling (306) 975-1980 or check out 
their website at www.comerstoneconsulting.ca. 


jiMSiiiniqg ford i| 

Dave Adams 

Tel: (780) 624-3450 Fax: (780) 624-2773 
email: prford@telusplanet.net 
www.peaceriverford.com 

Peace River Ford Sales Inc. 

Peace River, AB 1-800-362-1358 



hiefs and Leaders in their pursuit of belter 
is for their people and communities. From, 

'Wbz&uxi Aake. 

Season Runs May 1st - October 1st 


For Information or Rental Inquiries 
Call James at: 


306.837.2133 in season • 306.837.4588 ms*,™ 

Fax: 306.837.4626 

P.O. Box 279, Loon Lake, SK SOM 1L0 


• CABIN RENTALS 


• LONG TERM PROPERTY LEASES 


Congratulations to AFIM Chief 
Phil Fontaine 

We Care About Your Future! 

yy^ CANADIAN WASTE 

* Residential & Recycling 

* Sales & Administration 

* Roll Off 

* Compactors 

* Front Load 

* Portable Services 
Calgary, AB 
( 403 ) 720-7201 
Edmonton, AB 
( 780 ) 440-5800 


ComerStone Financial Consulting offers business 
solutions that facilitate expansion into new markets 
with long-term growth potential. Their experts provide 
financial consulting, research and management servic¬ 
es to help clients develop mutually beneficial, nontra- 
ditional partnerships. 

“Through our contacts, we provide marketing solu- 



Head Office / Plant 

4315 - 92 Ave„ Edmonton, Alberta T6B 3M7*Tel. (780) 465-9771-Fax (780) 469-1667 

Manitoba Office / Plant 

P.O. Box 580, Boissevain, MB ROK OEO-Tel. (204) 534-2486-Fax (204) 534-2236 



Please 
Recycle this 
newspaper 



NORTHERN LOCATION... GREAT DESTINATION 


The Town of Peace River offers its citizens and 
guests full service in a beautiful valley setting. 
Your tourism experience is highlighted by boat 
tours, festivals, rodeos, parks, full service 
campgrounds, skiing, a hundred kilometers of 
hiking trails, and excellent hunting and fishing 
opportunities. 


Come and see all we have to offer! 


Please Visit Our 
Website or Contact 
the Town Office. 

www npnmriver.ca 
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Powwows and Gatherings 


Join the 
Powwow Trail 


It’s Powwow Season again! 

At Alberta Native News we have put together 
schedule of some of the coming powwow events an 
other happenings. 

Our list will be updat 
and we hope it gives you an idea of what to expect 
the weeks to come. Good luck to all the summer fes¬ 
tival participants. 

Have a great time! 


the season progresses 
:a of what to exoect in , f 7 ’, 3 , 

Back to Batoche 


• Kainai Nation Powwow, Kainai Nation, 
AB (403) 737-3753 

• Sioux Valley Competition Powwow, 
Sioux Valley, MB (204) 855-2671 

July 22 - 24, 2003 

• Sturgeon Lake Powwow, Sturgeon Lake 
First Nation, SK (306) 764-1872 


Days, Batoche, 

SK (306) 343-8285 

Touchwood Agency Tribal Council 


Powwow, Raymore, SK (306) 835-2125 
• La Ronge Powwow, La Ronge, SK (306) 


July 18 - 20, 2003 

• Carry the Kettle Powwow, Carry the Kettle First 
Nation, SK (306) 727-2169 


425-2157 

• Tsuu Tina Nation Powwow; Tsuu Tina, 
AB (403) 281-4455 


In tribute to the Chiefs and Leaders — 

May they show wisdom and understanding in their deliberations. 


Weaver & Devore 


\ YELLOWKNIFE TRADITION SINCE 1936 


• Souvenir T-Shirts • Groceries • Camp Supplies • Outerwear • Drygoods 


River Powwow, 
Six Nations of 
the Grand River, 
Ohsweken, ON 1 
(866) 393-3001 
(519) 445- 


4061 



July 28 - August 
1, 2003 

• 8th Annual 

Cree Gathering, Hosted by 
Big Island Lake Cree 
Nation, SK (306) 839-1641 

• 10th Annual 

Traditional Powwow, 
Thessalon First Nation, ON 
(705) 842-2670 

August 1 - 3, 2003 



Powwow; Peigan, AB (403) 965-3940 
• Piikani Nation Celebration Powwow and Rodeo; 
Brocket, AB (403) 965-3939 

August 1 - 3, 2003 


• Little Red River 
Powwow, Little Red River 
First Nation, SK (306) 
953-7200 


itional Powwow, Thessalon First 
Nation, ON (705) 842-2670 

August 1 - 4, 2003 

• Lac La Biche Powwow, Lac La Biche, AB (780) 
623-4255 


Negan Tapeh provides 
ABORIGINAL YOUTH support 
services like counselling, academic 
skills, and arts programs, including 
traditional crafts, and cultural 
awareness through elders. 


Negan Tapeh is the bridge that 
leads to Inner City High School, an 
academic and arts based senior 
high school in an open and friendly 
environment. Inner City High School 
is your door to your future. 


Negan Tapeh and Inner City High 
School are programs of the Inner City 
Youth Development Association. 


9515-104* Avenue, Edmonton 
Tel. 1780)424-9425 
ask for Lance or Joe 
or visit the web site below. 




• supported in part by Canadian Heritage and 


• Beaver Lake Cree 
Nation Powwow, Beaver 
Lake First Nation, AB 
(780) 623-4549 

• Kamloopa Days, 
Kamloops, BC (250) 828- 
9700 


Wikwemikong 43rd Annual Cultural Celebrations 
and Traditional Powwow, Manitoulin Island, ON 
(705) 859-2385 


August 2 - 3, 2003 

• 19th Annual First Peoples Festival, Victoria, BC 
(250) 384-2311 


• Squamish Nation 
Annual Powwow; North 
Vancouver, BC (604) 986- 
2120 


August 4 -12, 2003 

• Norway House Cree Nation Treaty & York Boat 
Days, Norway House, MB (204) 359-4729 


August 7 - 10, 2003 

• Dawson Creek Fall Fair Exhibition, Stampede & 
Pro Rodeo, Dawson Creek (866) 645-3022 


Pleetae 
recycle thin 
newapctper 


Congratulations toAFN Chief Phil Fontaine 


DUROCHER 

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 



Wishing you a safe and happy trails for the 
Journey ahead from Harry and staff. 

Wetaskiwin Carpet Centre 

Carpet • Linoleum • Ceramic Tile • Hardwood 

Supplied & Installed 

Ph. (780) 352-4434 

Fax. (780) 352-9615 
5112-50 Ave., Wetaskiwin, AB T9A 0S6 


TERRY J. THOMAS Alberta 1-888-420-6850 Toll Free 
801 Scotia Place - 10060 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5J 3R8 
fax: (780) 425-9185 • e-mail tthomas@dursim.com • Website: www.dursi 




UlEDMONTOH ELECTROPLATING L TO. 
km FAIRMONT ELECTRO-PLATING LTD. 

GUARANTEED EFFICIENT PLATING SERVICE 


TONY PETOVAR 
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August 8, 2003 

• Standing Buffalo First Nation Powwow, Fort 
Qu’Appelle, SK (306) 332-4685 

August 8 - 10, 2003 

. Big Island Lake Powwow, Pierceland, SK (306) 
839-2277 

• Heart Lake Competition Powwow, Heart Lake 
First Nation, AB (780) 623-2130 

. Songhees Powwow, Maple Bank Park, BC (250) 
385-3938 

• Big Grassy Powwow, Big Grassy, ON (807) 488- 
5614 

• Genaabaajing 13th Annual Traditional Powwow, 
Serpent River First Nation, ON (705) 844-2418 

• Millbrook First Nation 6th Annual Traditional 
Powwow, Millbrook First Nation, NS (902) 897- 
0958 

August 9 - 10, 2003 

• Saugeen Competition Powwow, Saugeen First 
Nation, ON (519) 797-2781 

• 16th Traditional Powwow, Tyendinaga Mohawk 
Territory, ON (613) 966-5602 

August 12 - 14, 2003 

• Cowessess Powwow, Cowessess First Nation, SK 
(306) 696-2520 

August 14 -17, 2003 

• Algonquins of Pikwa’kanaga’n Traditional 
Powwow, Pikwa’kanaga’n (Golden Lake), ON 
(613) 625-2800 

August 15 -17, 2003 

• Kahkewistahaw Powwow, Kahkewistahaw First 
Nation, SK (306) 696-3291 

• Muskoday First Nation Powwow, Muskoday First 
Nation, SK (306) 764-1282 

• Island Thunder Powwow, Duncan, BC (250) 748- 
9404 

• Wetaskiwin Pioneer Days and Traditional 
Powwow, Wetaskiwin, AB (780) 312-2341 

August 16 - 17, 2003 

• 27th Annual Powwow, Chippewas of the Thames 
First Nation, ON (519) 289-2232 



Congratulations to the 
National Chief Phil Fontaine 

FORTRESS ENTERPRISES LTD. 

Welding & Steel Fabrication 

CWB CERTIFIED 

130 Diamond Avenue Tel. (780) 962-5512 

P.O. Box 3934, Spruce Grove Fax: (780) 962-5484 
Alberta T7X3B2 Cel: (780) 918-5266 

Bruce Simpson 


We salute the dedicated Chiefs and Leaders, from 

UNITED FOOD & 
COMMERCIAL WORKERS 
LOCAL 401 

CLC-AFL-CIO 


Telephone (780) 452-0362 • Fax (780) 451-3099 
^W40^28^enue^Edmonton^®^T5L4M8j 



Congratulations to AFN Chief Phil Fontaine 

Credjt (ounselting 

" VVe Can Help: 


• Free weekly workshops 

• Alternatives to bankruptcy • Repayment programs 

Helping you build a better tomorrow! 



Saluting the Chiefs and Leaders for their hard 
work, dedication and commitment. 
Congratulations to AFN Chief Phil Fontaine 



OFFICE SUPPLY CENTRE 
OF THE NORTH 


PH: 1-800-661-3096 FAX: 1-800-661-3097 

9709-100 STREET 9810 - 100 AVENUE 

PEACE RIVER, ALBERTA HIGH LEVEL, ALBERTA 
PH: 780-624-1303 PH: 780-926-2611 

FX; 780-624-4155 FX: 780-926-4610 


• 8th Traditional Powwow, Wahnapitae First Nation, 
ON (705) 858-0610 


• Whitefish River 
Powwow, Birch Island, 
ON (705) 285-4321 

August 18 - 21, 2003 

• First Nations 

International Healing 
and Medicines 

Gathering, Nekaneet 
First Nation, SK (306) 
662-3660 

August 22 - 24, 2003 

• Siksika Nation I 

Powwow and Fair, 
Siksika, AB (403) 734- 
5100 

• Mistawasis First 
Nation Powwow, 
Mistawasis, SK (306) 
466-4800 

• 20th Annual 



Kehewin First Nation, 
AB (780) 826-3333 
Shawanaga First Nation 
Healing Center 6th 


Silver Lake 9th Annual 
Traditional Powwow, 
Silver Lake, ON (613) 
548-1500 


We salute and commend the First Nation 
and Inuit leadership of Nunavut. 

South Baffin 
Holdings Ltd. 

P.O. Box 2173 
Iqaluit, NU X0A OHO 

GENERAL CONTRACTING 

specializing in 

PLUMBING AND HEATING 



August 30 - 31, 2003 
• Frog Lake Labour Day 
Powwow, Frog Lake, 
AB (403) 943-2173 


MICHAEL INNUKSUK, President 
REG WYNES, Manager 

Ph: 867-979-6476 Fax: 867-979-0748 
Cell: 867-975-1307 



CSA LEARNING 

CENTRE 


Occupational Health & 
Safety Resources 



- Fall Protection - Accident Investigation 


- Office Ergonomics - 2002 CE Code Essentials 

- Respiratory Protection - Bonding & Grounding 

andmore... 


WWW.CSQ.CQ 
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Cowboys vie for 
top rodeo prizes 


a prize bingo and a pancake 


The Prairi. 


by John Copley 


The Prairie Indian Rodeo Association (PIRA) sea¬ 
son is underway and cowboys are already enjoying 
some stiff competition in all their events. The first 
rodeo of the 2003 PIRA season took place on the 
Moosomin First Nation near North Battleford on May 
31 to June I as local organizers offered participants 
and spectators both the LaPlante Ranch Rodeo and a 
simultaneous CanAm basketball tournament. The sec¬ 
ond PIRA event scheduled for this year, the two day¬ 
long Muskowekwan First Nation Rodeo and Sport 
Days gets underway on July 19. 

“The next major event will take place on the 
Kahkewistahaw First Nation, about 12 miles north 
and three miles east of Broadview from July 25 to 27 
when the Chief Kahkewistahaw Week-Long 
Celebration and Rodeo extravaganza gets underway,” 
explained PIRA administrator, Sonya Tayopotat. She 
said that the event will include three one-day rodeos 
with events such as saddle bronc, bareback, bull rid¬ 
ing, calf roping, steer wresting, team roping, ladies 
breakaway roping, ladies barrel racing, junior steer 
riding and junior girls barrel racing. The three day 
gala will also include chuckwagon races, chariot rac- 
ng, a slow pitch ball tournament, a dry dance and tal- 


Wholesale Auto Parts 

B0 °1S 

10940- 166 “A" Street 

Ores 

Ettsmt 

PARIS 

Edmonton, AB T5P 3V5 

(780) 413-4540 

Machihe 

Shop 

GRASS' 1 

Parts 

“Why Pay More?” 

focmtCAL 


AKTIFACT5 Trading Company 



Indian Rodeo 
n-profit organiza¬ 
tion dedicated to the promotion of pro¬ 
fessional Indian rodeo to 
Saskatchewan’s First Nation and Metis 
people. PIRA, also known as Region 
11, was incorporated in April of 1991 
and has since affiliated with the Indian 
National Finals Rodeo (INFR). There 
are a total of 12 Indian Rodeo 
Associations (also referred to as 
regions) throughout Canada and the 
United States affiliated with the INFR. 

The PIRA is also affiliated with the 
Canadian Indian Finals Rodeo (CIFR). ^ ' 

“Each year,” explained Tayopotat, ^ 

whose husband, Curtis, is PIRA’s 
incumbent president, “contestants 
compete with others in each of their 
respective events throughout the rodeo 
season at PIRA approved rodeos 
throughout Saskatchewan and Alberta 
and the United States and the top 15 in 
each event in the season standings 
advance to the PIRA Regional Finals. 

The Year End Season Champion and 
the Regional Finals Champion are 
determined at the PIRA Regional 
Finals and they advance to the CIFR to 
compete for the Canadian Indian title 
and they also travel to a selected site for the INFR, 
which is the finale to a year long effort endorsed by 
each Indian Rodeo contestant to compete for the 
Indian World Title.” 

The fourth major event of 2003 will get underway 
on Saskatchewan’s Sweetgrass First Nation on August 
I to 2. 

Cowboys interested in participating at PIRA rodeo 
events or parties wishing to know more about a par¬ 
ticular event can contact the Central Entry Number at 
(306) 546-2477. 

The fifth and the final rodeo to take place before this 
year’s PIRA finale is the Gordon’s First Nation Rodeo 
at Punnichy, Saskatchewan. The event, which will 
take place on August 3 to 4, will see cowboys vying 
for final point positioning and seeding positions for 
the PIRA Finals, which will take place this year in 
Morley, Alberta from August 22 to 24. That’s when 
the top 15 cowboys and cowgirls in the major events, 
and the top 10 from the juniors gather to compete to 
see who will reign as the 2003 PIRA All-Round 
Cowboy and Cowgirl. The full line up of events will 
take place at the Alberta Canada Bearspaw Equestrian 
Centre, located about two miles west of Cochrane. 

The Prairie Indian Rodeo Association has a varied 
mandate but its specific 
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heritage, culture, and tra¬ 
dition through the unifi¬ 
cation of Indigenous 


rodeo contestants. 

“PIRA,” explains its organizers, “is designed to pro¬ 
mote the sport of Indian Rodeo while striving to 
ensure honesty and fairness to both contestants and 
producers. It is also designed and governed to pro¬ 
mote goodwill between other existing rodeo associa¬ 
tions across Canada and the United States.” 

PIRA, explained Tayopotat, is made up of persons 
of First Nation heritage who have documented proof 
from a federally recognized First Nation or Tribe. 

Rodeos are held throughout the year and cowboys 
and cowgirls wishing to participate in the Finals must 
have competed in at least five PIRA events during the 
fiscal year to qualify. The standings are maintained 
according to the points awarded at each rodeo event. 

Year-end winners and average winners of the finale 
are then eligible to compete and represent the associ¬ 
ation at the INFR, which usually takes place in the 
U.S.A. 

“At the INFR,” explained Sonya, “ten coveted 
world titles of Indian rodeo champions are awarded. 
PIRA’s mandate is to contribute to the Indian heritage, 
culture, and tradition and to promote the sport of 
Indian Rodeo, but it is also designed and governed to 
promote goodwill between other existing rodeo asso¬ 
ciations across Canada and the United States.” 

For more information about PIRA rodeo events con¬ 
tact Sonya Tayopotat at (306) 546-2477 or PIRA 
President Curtis Tayopotat at (306) 789-4494. E-mail 
inquiries can be directed to: 
s_tayopotat@hotmail.com 





























ie harshest of ct 


Respect for the en\ 
factor, added Nyuli. 

operations do not have a negative impact on th 
ronment,” he said. “Guidance is provided for all 
employees regarding environmental protection, wi 


another important 


More information about Shehtah Drilling Ltd. can 
he obtained by calling the company headquarters at 
3r by sending a fax to: (867) 920- 
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Shehtah Drilling 
rigs run full 
speed ahead 

by John Copley 

Since its inception Shehtah Drilling Limited has 
made a point of meeting its goals and with newly 
refurbished drilling rigs and a decade worth of con¬ 
tracts already in the filing cabinet, the future looks 
bright for the young company, a subsidiary of the 
Denendeh Development Corporation. “Refurbishment 
was costly, but it was well worth every penny,” said 
Greg Nyuli, the company’s president and chairman of 

the board. Last winter we operated at 100 percent Aboriginal partnerships were owned through „ „ ulu - mcmuii 

capacity and we expect the same thing this year. The jng company known as Deh Cho Drilling Ltd. “Since allows 

old ngs were outdated and no longer suitable because that time,” explained Shehtah Business Manager, •=--- ” 

they were just too large and bulky for competitive Brian Fraser, “the company has been purchased out- 

positionmg in the north -it just cost too much to move right by the Denendeh Development Corporation, 

them around. The refurbishment included a major which is totally owned by the Dene people of the 

overhaul of all components; both rigs have been Northwest Territories. 

streamlined to meet our needs, and both are now tech- “The five Dene regions,” he added, “cover the area 
nologically competitive.” It took a decade and a half west of Nunavut to the Yukon border and from Inuvik 

for the company to become a 100 percent in the north to Fort Liard and Fort Smith in the south, management,“waste°disposal and the maintenance of 

Aboriginally owned enterpnze and Nyuli takes pride Approximately 15,000 Dene comprise the 27 separate work sites in accordance with the applicable envi 

in the company s gradual development. Dene bands who are represented by the Denendeh mental standards.” 

“Our strategic objective has been to grow carefully Development Corporation.” 
and steadily toward the development of a profitable, hi addition to a lease arrangement with Paramount 
safely operated. Aboriginally-owned drilling and Resources that will help foot most of the $12 million (867) 920-0308 
service company. It’s been a winding road, and at refurbishment bill, Shehtah has also contracted 4396. 
times a difficult one, but we’ve managed to overcome Calgaiy-based, Wilson Drilling Ltd., to source drilling 
the obstacles,” reiterated the company’s CEO, who work for, and manage Shehtah’s drilling rigs and relat- 
says “sound business decisions and good working e d ancillary assets for the duration of the lease 
relationships, both within the communities and in the arrangement under the name of Shehtah Wilson 
oil and gas industry,” are beginning to pay off. Drilling Partnership. 

The company’s two “triple” drilling rigs are both During the past few years Shehtah Drilling has also 
working around the clock. “Number five is in Edson provided drilling, work-overs and camp services to 
and Number 4 is in northeastern B.C.” explained various oil producers, including SteUarton Resources 
Nyuli, who added that the fully refurbished, Service Inc., Celsius Energy Inc., Gauntlet Energy Corp., 

Rig #12, is also fully employed at the Imperial Oil Paramount Resources Incidrilling and service work), 

1 project at Norman Wells, NT, while #14 is acting as Alberta Energy Company and Imperial Oil Resources 
the general backup while it undergoes regular in- Ltd. 

house maintenance and servicing. Having the proper equip- 

But just as important as operating around the clock, ment and maintaining 
explained Nyuli, is the pursuance of long term growth qualified personnel are two 
and sustainability via the fostering of positive rela- factors that make the com- 
tionships throughout the region and beyond. pany a success, but there’s 

“That is our primary focus,” he assured. We are now a lot more to it than that, 
looking in the direction of expansion both in equip- assured President Greg 
ment and client base, and are always trying to foster Nyuli. 
good relations throughout the region. We want every “Integrity and reliability 
one of our prospective clients to know that we are are two important elements 
capable, professional, reliable and safety conscious to success,” he said. If your 
and that when you do business with us, you can expect clients know they can 
fair play and integrity to prevail.” count on you to provide an 

Shehtah Drilling is designed and organized to pro- honest day’s work for an 
vide oilfield drilling services to customers in Canada, honest day’s pay, you’ve 
primarily in the Western Canadian Sedimentary Basin got half the battle won. Our 
(WCSB), and until recently, the Mackenzie Valley of rigs are built specifically 
the Northwest Territories. for northern conditions. 

“The company’s business consists primarily of term They are designed to 
drilling services contracts for both drilling rigs and move, assemble and drill 
service rigs; we deal mainly with key customers in the wells in the Canadian 
oil and gas industry,” explained CEO Nyuli. north. Each is winterized, 

Shehtah Drilling 
Limited was formed in 
1984 by a partnership that 
included Imperial Oil 
Resources Ltd., the Metis 
Development Corporation 
(MDC) and the Denendeh 
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SHEHTAH DRILLING I 


Development 
Corporation. The compa¬ 
ny was originally devel¬ 
oped to provide drilling 
services to Imperial Oil’s 
Mackenzie Valley opera¬ 
tions, a contractual task 
that Shehtah has 




e for n 


than 18 years. The oil 
company giant bought in 
for 50 percent of the deal; 
one third of the remaining 
50 percent was acquired 
by MDC, the balance by 
jhe Denendeh 

Corporation. The 
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Onion Lake First Nation 
celebrates a new reserve 


spin-off oppor 


id Chief 


Onion Lake First Nation recently celebrated the cre¬ 
ation of one of the largest Treaty Land Entitlement 
reserves in Saskatchewan. 

The is the first reserve created under the 
Saskatchewan Claims and Implementation Act (Bill 
C-37) and is the result of almost seven years of work 
between Canada and Onion Lake First Nation. 

“The creation of this reserve will allow the Onion 
Lake First Nation to establish partnerships with the 


Wallace Fox. “Our membership overwhelmingly sup¬ 
ports this new reserve." 

Created via ministerial order on May 28, the new 
reserve is the largest Treaty Land Entitlement reserve 
in Saskatchewan, comprising more than 87,000 acres 

“This new reserve provides a foundation for future 
economic growth and development for the Onion 
Lake First Nation,” said Minister Nault. “Through 


partnerships with the forestry, oil and gas industries, 
the First Nations community will have an opportunity 
to pursue greater self-sufficiency in the coming years. 

“The acquisition of this vast territory is an important 
opportunity for Onion Lake First Nation to sustain 
land conservation and protect their traditional way of 
life,” said Saskatchewan Aboriginal Affairs Minister 
Eldon Lautermilch. “The new reserve la 


stepping sti 


award Onion Lake First Nation’s i 


: success in the future.” 

The reserve creation has allowed the First Nation to 
achieve its shortfall (26,000 acres) and puts it close to 
achieving equity (113, 000 acres)-the amount of land 
Onion Lake First Nation is entitled to under the 1992 
TLE Framework Agreement. 


Seven First Nations sign 
joint working agreement 


Saskatchewan Environment and an association of 
seven First Nations signed an agreement this month in 
Prince Albert, committing to work together to explore 
business opportunities in the forests on their tradition¬ 
al lands. 

The Ahtahkakoop, Beardys-Okemasis, James 
Smith, Muskoday, One Arrow, Sturgeon Lake and 
Wahpeton-Dakota First Nations' traditional territories 
include the Nisbet, Fort-a-la-Come and Canwood 


provincial forests, also known as the 
island forests. 

The First Nations will work with 
the province to assess possibilities 
for a broad range of forestry activi¬ 
ties, including harvesting and pro- 
and silvicul- 
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the dedicated Chiefs 
and Leaders. 
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Leader 
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ture, training, science and technolo¬ 
gy, agro-forestry, forest protection 
and inventory. 

"This unique agreement, the result 
of a great deal of hard work, is a step 
in the right direction," Federation of 
Saskatchewan Indian Nations Vice- 
Chief Greg Ahenakew said. "Our 
task is to work closely with 
Saskatchewan Environment and 
other stakeholders in these forests. 

We look forward to the employment, 
value-added activities and new part¬ 
ners that will be a direct result of this 
agreement." 

"This agreement will help ensure 
that area First Nations can more fully 
participate in and benefit from forestry activities in 
their traditional areas," Environment Minister 
Buckley Belanger said. "It will help us to explore new 
opportunities for collaboration and partnerships while 
continuing to support and build upon existing com¬ 
mitments to established forest operators in the island 
forests." 

As a first step, the First Nations Island Forests 
Management Association Inc. and Saskatchewan 
Environment will work together to prioritize which 



ZJbuLdog/u*-, (L&mlruJI.O 1 


opportunities to focus on right away. An initial priori¬ 
ty will be to convert current annual harvesting rights 
held by member bands to a three-year Term Supply 
Licence. 

Following completion of land use planning process¬ 
es currently underway for the island forests, the 
Province will work with the seven First Nations 
toward a longer-term licence for the unallocated por¬ 
tion of the sustainable harvest. 
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Treaty 7 to host 
Entrepreneurial 
Youth Camp 

Treaty 7 Economic Development Corporation is 
sponsoring a Golf Challenge at the Inglewood Golf 
Course in Calgary on July 28. Special guest speakers 
will include the Alberta Minister of Aboriginal and 
Northern Affairs Pearl Calahasen and the Grand Chief 
of Treaty 7 Chris Chade. Registration is $275.00 per 
person or $1000. per team (of four golfers). 

Proceeds from the Challenge will go towards the 5th 
Annual First Nations Entrepreneurial Youth Camp 
that the T7EDC is proudly hosting. This youth camp 
continues to be unique, in that it is tailored to meet the 
specific needs of First Nations Youth Entrepreneurs. 


The camp will be held August 10-16 at Nakoda Lodge 
This year T7EDC is pursuing the potential for the 
camp to become accredited with post-secondary insti¬ 
tutions in southern Alberta. Essentially they are look¬ 
ing at the possibility for students to gain credits 
towards their post-secondary education. They are 
planning to reformat the curriculum to meet specific 
guidelines and will exhaust every avenue to try and 
make this a reality. 

Given the success of the previous camps, the Treaty 
7 Economic Development Corp. continues to strive to 
maintain their high standards of providing hands on 
training, role models and values that prepare the youth 
to pursue their business dreams. The camp will again 
target business oriented Aboriginal youth aged 18-29, 
who are interested in learning how to start their own 
businesses. T7EDC will screen and accept 20 partici¬ 
pants on a first-come first-served basis. 

The youth will be provided an opportunity to write 
a business plan first hand and to understand each com- 
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ponent. They will leant the importance of setting 
attainable goals through research and financial man¬ 
agement and the value of marketing, communication 
and creative thinking. Human resource issues will be 
addressed through team building, planning and mak¬ 
ing tough decisions. They will leam the value of being 
well organized and developing time management 
skills. 

The youth will be given the opportunity to develop 
a network with other entrepreneurs and established 
Aboriginal business professionals and corporate spon¬ 
sors. They will also develop a better understanding of 
where to access assistance in all aspects of their busi¬ 
ness as well as a better understanding of themselves, 
their strengths and weaknesses. 

The camp is free for First Nations youth who reside 
in Treaty 7 territory and meet the criteria. 

For camp applications or Golf Challenge registra¬ 
tion contact Darrell Rivers at 251-9249 or on-line at 
www.t7edc.com 


Academy of Fashion 
Design develops skills 
and knowledge 


Lena Peters from Sturgeon Lake First Nations, 
Saskatchewan and Spring Ross from Cross Lake, 
Manitoba recently graduated from the Academy of 
Fashion Design with a Certificate of Fashion Design. 
Both of these students had a love of sewing when they 
entered the Academy but over the eight month fashion 
design program these promising designers developed 
their skills and knowledge in fashion designing. 

While at the Academy of Fashion Design Lena and 
Spring learned how to get the ideas in their heads 
transferred to paper and how to make them come alive 
in fabric. Through classes such as garment cor"'— 


tion, pattern mak¬ 
ing, design classes 
and sketching 
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gained a solid 
foundation to 
work from. 

Business classes 
provided market¬ 
ing and network¬ 
ing tips as well as 
the basics behind 
running a success¬ 
ful business, from 
designing a product to dealing with clients. 

Both Lena and Spring learned about their tradition¬ 
al garments in the Native Design class, both where 
they came from and how they are made, as well as 


Some of Lena Peter’s designs are pictured above. 


how to give these traditional garments a contemporary 

Both designers have gone back to their respective 
homes for the summer, Lena to her reserve and Spring 
to Winnipeg, and it is obvious that their knowledge 
went with them. Just last 
very excited Lena 


MAMY OF FASHION DESIGN 


PATTERN MAKING & FASHION DESIGN 

CERTIFICATE & DIPLOMA COURSES 

DISTANCE EDUCATION! 


FOR INFORMATION CALL TOLL FREE: 1-877-978-9C 
Or e-mail at: fashiondesign@sasktel.net 


called the principal at the 
Academy to inform her 
that she has sold a large 
selection of ribbon shirts 


client with n 
purchases of her work to 
be made in the near future! 
Lena and Spring are 
returning to the Academy 
in the fall to complete a 
Diploma of Fashion 

For more information on 
the Academy of Fashion 
Design see the ad on this 


page. 
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Student awarded bursary 
to pursue law career 


In recognition for hard work, 
enthusiasm and commitment to 
studying law, Adam 
Letoumeau of Edmonton has 
recently been selected as the 
first recipient of the Peter 
Freeman, QC, Bursary for 
Indigenous Students in Law. 

“I am very grateful to be rec¬ 
ognized with this bursary. It 
will definitely help me reach 
my goals,” said Letoumeau, 
who is currently working 
toward his Bachelor of Laws at 
the University of Alberta and 
expects to graduate in 2005. 
“This acknowledgement is 
such a great motivator to suc- 

And succeed he will, for | 
Letoumeau is no underachiev- 



w student Adam Letoumeau 


er. In the past year he 
has volunteered with 
numerous organiza¬ 
tions including the 
Student Legal 
Services of 

Edmonton, The Aboriginal 
Law Students’ Association, 
the Cannons of Construction 
(law school newspaper), the 
Faculty of Law Oratory 
Association and the Faculty of 
Law Environmental Club. 
Letoumeau also achieved a 
Bachelor of Arts (English) at 
Athabasca University in 2002 
and a Bachelor of Science 
(Psychology) at the University 
of Calgary in 1997. 

Each year the bursary will 
be awarded to one student at 
the University of Calgary and 
one student at the University 
of Alberta enrolled in the fac¬ 
ulty of law who is of 
Aboriginal descent (as defined 
by the Constitution Act, 1982, 


New fund 
enhances NAAF 
scholarships 

The federal government recently established a $12 
million endowment fund to enhance the capacity of 
the National Aboriginal Achievement Foundation to 
provide post-secondary scholarships to Aboriginal 

The fund will assist Inuit, Metis and First Nations 
post-secondary students, wherever they live in 
Canada, who are engaged in fields of study that sup¬ 
port and contribute to Aboriginal and economic self- 
government. It will complement existing scholarship 
programs of the National Aboriginal Achievement 
Foundation. 

"We are deeply grateful to the Government of 
Canada for this endowment. It will further enable us 
to provide scholarships to Aboriginal students and is a 
recognition of the importance of our work," said John 
Kim Bell, founder and president of the National 
Aboriginal Achievement Foundation. "This highlights 
the need for education for Aboriginal students, and it 
acknowledges our work and message for the past 18 
years that education is the way up for the Aboriginal 
community." 

The National Aboriginal Achievement Foundation 
is a nationally registered charitable organization creat¬ 
ed in 1985 by Mr. Bell, a Mohawk conductor and 
composer. It provides $2 million annually to 
Aboriginal youth to help them pursue their education, 
and also supports Aboriginal artists and cultural work¬ 
site Government of Canada is committed to 
enhancing educational opportunities for Aboriginal 
youth," said Minister Sheila Copps. "Canadian 
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Congratulations to: 

Chief Don Testawich 
Council - Lead - Donna Testawich 
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Heritage has been contributing to this leading initia¬ 
tive for years. We will continue to support programs 
that recognize the importance of fostering and engag¬ 
ing Aboriginal youth to leam more about their culture, 
and encourage them to pursue their education." 

Financial assistance is provided by the Department 
of Canadian Heritage's Aboriginal Affairs Branch. 
The Branch supports an Aboriginal infrastructure at 
national, regional and community levels for First 
Nations (status and non-status), Metis and Inuit peo¬ 
ple. Its programs facilitate the efforts of off-reserve 
Aboriginal communities to improve their quality of 
life and their place in Canadian society. 
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section 35 (2)). The University of Calgary will begin 
to award the bursary next year. 

“This bursary is a wonderful opportunity to support 
and recognize Indigenous students in the field of law,” 
said Law Society of Alberta President Cheryl 
Gottselig, QC. 

The bursary was created by the Law Society of 
Alberta in 2001 in honour of Peter Freeman, QC, who 
served as the executive director from 1989 until his 
retirement in 2001. The principal amount for the bur¬ 
sary was established through generous donations from 
the legal community and the Law Society of Alberta. 


Congratulations to the National Chief 
Phil Fontaine 
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Hold a shoreline 
clean-up in your 
community 


Dr centuries, humans h£ 


l upon the oceans’ 
icsuuiccS for physical and spiritual sustenance. Sadly, 
the days of pristine waterways and debris free beach- between 60 


fer intestinal blockages. This can 
result in starvation and eventually, 
in death. Items such as rope, plastic 
tarps, or six-pack holders are a dan¬ 
ger to terrestrial and aquatic ani¬ 
mals. Becoming entangled in aquat¬ 
ic debris, animals are susceptible to 
abrasions and infections, suffoca¬ 
tion, and drowning. In 2002, during 
a one-week period, 259 animals 
were found entangled in debris. 

Land based activities cause 
percent of the 
bris. Shoreline 


of aquatic debris has increased significantly, impact¬ 
ing fragile aquatic and shoreline habitats, endangering 
wildlife and humans. 

Aquatic debris is any object of wood, metal, glass, 
rubber, plastic, cloth, paper, or other item created and 
used by humans that has been lost or discarded in the 
aquatic environment. Organic materials have been 
replaced by an abundance of synthetic materials L 


picnics, sports, games, festivals, in 
addition to litter that is washed from 

_ _ streets, parking lots, and storm 

otherTtem created and drains contribute to shoreline pollu- 



What began in 1994 as the small and regionally spe- 


i. While it may seem daunting to many, removing cific Great British Columbia Beach Cleanup has sii 


plastic bags, balloons, fishing lines, and cigarette waterways demonstrate this by their annual participa- 


developed into a national campaign involving 
upwards of 25,000 citizens who, in 2002, collected 
l 23, 400 kilograms of debris. The diversity 


butts. Many synthetic items are buoyant and slow 


degrade, and therefore, can endanger wildlife and (GCSC). 


the Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup of volunteers -school children, youth, families, st 


ecosystems. The majority of animals are indiscrimi¬ 
nant eaters, they mistake balloons or plastic bags as 
prey and by ingesting synthetic items such as plastic P lace during the third week of September. 


Presented by the TD Friends of the Environment porations- is impressive and is evidence that we can 


Foundation, the GCSC is 


bags, filament, or cigarette butts the animals can suf- 


be agents of positive change. 

Volunteers attend a site cleanup, collect aquatic 
Coordinated by the Vancouver Aquarium, this year debris and record the type and quantity of debris oi 



DALE 

JOHNSTON, 

M.P. 

Federal Constituency 
of Wetaskiwin 


Need ^ 

extra MONEY? 


Fleece 

Line 


We are looking for 
reliable crafts 
people who are 
interested in doing 
beadwork. 

If you have any 


from you. 


Please contact Jenny or Sean at: 

Fleece Line 

545 Pacific Avenue, Brandon, Manitoba 
204-728-2010 or 204-728-2918 


from September 13-21, specific data cards. The collection of data is a critical 
2003, volunteers from all component of the cleanup because the completed data 
cards are sent from shoreline cleanups throughout the 
world to The Ocean Conservancy where the informa- 


n campaign to collect tion is compiled, analyzed, and tracked year-by-year, 


aquatic debris from rive 
stream, lake, and ocean 
shorelines. The event pro¬ 
motes environmental stew¬ 
ardship by engaging citi¬ 
zens in shoreline cleanups 
throughout Canada. 



2nd Floor, 219 Robin Crescent 
Saskatoon, SK S7K 6M8 
Ph: (306) 343-8285 
Fax:(306) 343-0171 
www.metisnation-sask.com 


Provincial Metis Council 


CLEARLAKE/CLEARWATER SOUTHERN PLAINS 


NORMAN HANSEN 


ALBERT DELAIRE 


METIS WOMEN OF 
SASKATCHEWAN 
MARYANN GAGNON, 


EASTERN REGION HA 
MYLES PELLETIER 

— 


SK PROVINCIAL METIS 
YOUTH COUNCIL 
JENNIFER BROWN, CHAIR 


We encourage all those 
involve tl in the preservation 
o<f the environment as me 
mast use it mith rare. 


TREE 

MASTERS 


The objective is to identify the activ¬ 
ities and the general sources of the debris in a region, 
state, or country so that effective education programs 
and legislation can be implemented to' tediice the 
amount of aquatic pollution. 

In 2002, Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup volun¬ 
teers collected significant amounts of debris inclli'ding 
8,113 bags, 1,128'balloons, 
and almost 60,000 cigarette 
butts from our shorelines. 
In addition, volunteers 
found many items that you 
would not expect to find 
during a shoreline cleanup: 
a freezer, a silicone breast 
implant, a baby carriage, a 
rusty oxygen tank, a laptop 
computer, a Formica cc 


Complete Tree Care 

Call Randy 

( 780 ) 472-4123 


'e petroglyph, 


horse hoof, LP records, a 
piano, and salmon eggs in a 
root beer bottle. 

Help solve this global 
problem by holding a 
shoreline cleanup in your 
community. For more 
information, visit 

www.vanaqua.org/cleanup, 
or call toll free 877-GCSC- 
422. Change is in your 
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MANUFACTURING \\ 



ONE PIECE 
CONCRETE 
SEPTIC TANKS 
FOR THE NEEDS 
OF MODERN 
RURAL LIVING 


"CSA APPROVED" 
4722 - 43RD AVENUE 


MAILING ADDRESS 
4722 - 43RD AVE., 
ST. PAUL, AB TOA 3A3 


(780) 645-3232 

FAX (780) 645-3181 
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Secwepemc women found %£*£*%*™ 
guilty of intimidation 





y, one of the four 


r^si-JSSSStr, 

already made it clear that we do. Judge Dotal’s n 






WTEXflD A 

PAVING 


Owner: Gary Parenteau 


lor Residential, Commercial, and Mi 


le Estimates and All Work Guaranteed!! 


ien you support Native and Metis businesses, 
you help Aboriginal and Metis people 


GOODFISH LAKE 

Development Corporation 


Manufacturers of work clothing including 
coveralls, shirts, pants, and safety clothes. 
Industrial and commercial dry cleaning, 
serving the area of Edmonton to 
Lloydminster, Fort McMurray to Vegreville 

Box 273, Goodfish Lake, AB TOA 1R0 


(780} 636-2863 



Mustang 


SERVICE THROUGHOUT CANADA & THE U.S.A. 

Dedicated • Consistent • Dependable 

SETTIN’ THE PACE! 

1 - 888 - 333-3990 

www.mustangfreight.com 

13008 -163 Street, Edmonton, AB T5V1L6 


Saluting the dedicated 
Chiefs and Leaders. 


Fort 

William 

First 

Nation 


90 Anemki Drive 
Thunder Bay, Ontario P7C 4Z2 

Ph (807) 623-9543 

Fax (807) 623-5190 

.Wdbfeire :• www.fwfn.com 




Do you have the drive? 


Tearr^paid lip t^45 per e mile h ' 9hWay cfrivers single or 
‘ ,or us - only ' Pa,d up ,0 $108 psr 




UR BAN SYS TEMS . 


i Systems has been privileged to work with 
lotion communities throughout Alberta and 

British Columbia tor over 25 years. 


• Edmonton 

• Calgary 

• Kamloops 

|780) 430-4041 

(403)291-1193 

(250)374-8311 

• Kelowna 

• Richmond 

• Ft St. John 

(250)762-2517 

(604) 273-8700 

(250) 785-9697 

WWW 

'.urban-systems.com 
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Salute to the North 


Adventure immersed in culture 
awaits visitors to Inuvik 


by H. C. Miller 


warm water with it which creates 
where boreal forest grows along its b; 
the treeline. Over 55 species of fish 
and streams the lakes and rivers of the 


Gwich'in and Inuvialuit people have lived around 
Inuvik in the Northwest Territories since time began. 

They have followed a seasonal lifestyle of moose and 
caribou hunting, and fishing in rivers and streams 
throughout their traditional lands which today include delta and First 
Alaska, the Yukon, and the coastal regions of the residents still travel 
Beaufort Sea. Situated on the Mackenzie River Delta, 

Inuvik was chosen by the federal government to be the 
Western Arctic's regional centre in the 1950s. 

Gwichi'in means "the people who live here," states 
an Inuvik visitor guide. "They were formerly known welcoming Elder demon- 
as Loucheux and co-existed with Inuvialuit people in *• t * Mj 

the area." Today both Aboriginal groups are strongly 


summer fishing camps. A 
t and bannock boat 
rise transports tourists 
a fish camp where 


smoke dry fish. 


represented as well as a growing number of non- Muskrat, bear, moose and 


plenty for tourists to enjoy. A three-hour drive on the 
Dempster Highway will bring visitors to Fort 
McPherson, now known as Teetl’it Zheh, which also 
overlooks the beautiful Mackenzie Delta. Many of the 
900 mostly-Gwich'in residents work at the well- 
known Fort McPherson Tent and Canvas whose 
goods, which range from tents to travel bags, are 
found throughout the world. Arctic Red River, or 
:ro-climate j s iig e htchic, is about two hours from Inuvik and was 
north of an hj stnr ;n seasonal fishing camp before being settled 
by the Roman Catholic 
church in the late 1800s. 
Traditional activities like 
trapping and fishing are 
still mainstays of life for 
many. Tuktoyaktuk is 
located 110 air kilometres 
north of Inuvik and was 
originally home to 
Inuvialuit whale hunters. 
Today it is a busy port and 


about wolves also inhabit the 


Aboriginal people, bringing the population 
3500 people. With homes built on stilts or pilings 
protect the permafrost from the heat of the buildings, 

utilities are carried ; -‘ **- ' A 

which criss-cross the --- 

the people" in the local dialect Inuvialuktun and demonstrates how the 
recently has begun an oil and gas exploration boom. 

"You have chosen to visit a very special land, on 
rich in history and Aboriginal cultures," says Jim evolve into 
Antoine, minister of resources and economic develop- community 
ment in the Northwest Territories government. "Ours One of the most unique 
is a land of incredible wilderness, clean and natural buildings ‘ u ~ 

waterways, and welcoming communities." 

The mighty Mackenzie River is the largest north¬ 
flowing river in North America and brings relatively 




three cultures have com¬ 
bined to make the town 
e bustling 


Igloo Church, which was 
built by volunteer labour 
l the late 1950s and 



UNITED CARPET 

We make it all so easy. 



We Supply & Install 

Carpet, Linoleum, Hardwood 
Blinds, Ceramic Tile 
Laminate Floors 
8202 Fraser Ave., Ft. McMurray 


Guaranteed Installations 
Financing Available 

Serving Fort McMurray Since 1984 

1780) 743-W3 


I STS - Solutions Before Problems 
Maintenance and support with a higher degree of service 


Committed to growth in knowledge, 
technology and customer relations. 

Networking Services 

Services Virtual Prim 
one dedicated network 
Peer to Peer Networking Simple, cost-effective networking for a small business. 
Domain System Networking Secure networking by Primary Domain Controller. 
Corporate/Workgroup Mail Services Mail server easy to maintain and add users 
when your company is ever changing and growing. 

File/Print Server Services Let multiple employees to use a printer to keep costs to 
and data redundancy high. 

Multimedia Services 

HTML - Flash - CD-Rom - Video Production - Internet Service - f 
(FTP) Hosting - Web Hosting (HTTP) - Internet/Web Mail Services 

www.sts-com.ca 

Phone:780-448-1617 Fax: 780-448-0984 

Suite #200, 9913 - 108th Avenue, Edmonton AB T5H 1A5 


ral gas reserves offering 
potential development for 
the community of 1000 
residents. 

Activities and events 
are numerous in this por¬ 
tion of the Western 
Arctic. The Great 
Northern Arts Festival is 
held annually in July and 
over 100 artists and enter¬ 
tainers keep visitors 
entranced. Public work¬ 
shops, live performances 
and artist demonstrations throughout the week are 
enjoyed by local folks and visitors alike. Fort 
McPherson hosts the Midway Lake Music Festival in 
d is nine August each year, and Aklavik sponsors the Pokiak 
feet high, with a 20-foot- R ; ver Festival in July, where traditional games, canoe 
diameter copula providing races alK i music are enjoyed. Information about these 
the base for the cross, mak- ^ numerous other events and activities can be 
_ . tru| y eye-catching obtajned by calling *6 town of Inuvik at 867-777- 
building. As well, the 86l g or by entering keywords into an internet search 
Ingamo Friendship Centre en gj ne "From majestic mountains to endless forests 
" built lo S s wb ' cb and tundra, to the Arctic Ocean, it is a land of spec- 

ere cut in the southern tacu i ar contrasts," continues Antoine. "Enjoy our 
Northwest Territories and countless ]akes rivers> vie w wildlife from its nat- 
rafted more than 1200 ura | babita t, or visit one of our many fishing lodges, 
miles down the Mackenzie whatever adventure you choose, the memories you 
River - gather in this special land will remain with you forev- 


All steel 
Pre-Engineered 
buildings * 

LTD.|^1 

Built to suit | 
any size and | 
requirement 

manufacturer 

Igsgif®!. 

AS4STEEL LTD. 



ENC0URAGING ABORIGINAL BUSINESS VENTURES & THE 
ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT THAT’S NEEDED TO SUCCEED... 

Chii Construction 
Services Ltd. 

Operated 

• SNOW REMOVAL • JANITORIAL SERVICES 

• GENERAL CONTRACTING • MAIL & miCH’IN 

CARTAGE SERVICES DEVELOPMENT 

Ph: (867) 777-3344 • Fax: (867) 777-3090 CORPORATION 
P.O. Box 2570, Inuvik, NT X0E 0T0 
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First time out 
alone 

by Xavier Kataquapit 

As children ray younger brothers and I were taken 
on many boat trips over the years. Our education on 
the water started very early and we all learned how to 
operate a boat on the Attawapiskat River and out on 
the great James Bay. 

We understood that this kind of travel could be rel- 
tively safe in the calm steady waters of the river but 
luch more dangerous in the open water of the bay. 

I was 17 when I approached my dad Marius to ask 
for permission to head out on my first boat trip alone, 
had a lot of experience as I had taken the controls of 
ny dad's boat under his supervision several times and 
had piloted our family along the river on trips home 
from the bay. He had grown confident in my skills but 
still he cautioned me to travel no further than the river. 
He did not want me to challenge myself by going out 
into the treacherous salt water bay. He suggested that 
I take someone along on my first trip. My younger 
brother Paul was eager to go and I also asked our 
mutual friend Eli to join us. 

agreed with dad that we would make this an 
overnight trip and that we would camp near the mouth 
of the river. He gave us the choice of an 18 foot or a 
24 foot freighter canoe. I knew that a larger boat 
would be a challenge to move around with three 
teenagers and so I decided on the small 18 foot 
freighter canoe. I also chose my dad’s light 15 horse¬ 
power motor to power us. We packed up some small 
amounts of supplies and food for an overnight stay, as 
well as a nylon tent and sleeping bags and plenty of 
plastic tarp. In a short time we were ready to head out. 
I piloted our canoe out onto the river, following the 
ime routes that my dad and my older brothers had 
ken me hundreds of times before. They had pointed 
it water hazards for me and my younger brothers to 
e could choose the safest passage on 


We brought our small gauge shotguns with us with 
the plan of doing some bird hunting on the open tun¬ 
dra by the bay Our ride was slow but steady. It was 
>ig change from the powerful 30 and 40 horsepow- 
motors we regularly travelled in with our families. 
The small and narrow frame of the boat also added to 
a different feel in our short trip to the bay. We were 
happy to be out in the fresh air and felt some freedom 
in doing this trip on our own without older relatives to 


guide us. 

In the afternoon, the 
sky clouded over to cre¬ 
ate a grey ceiling. It was 
a dangerous situation 


is the w 





)f evening we debated oi 


A slight drizzle made 
trip a little uncomfort¬ 
able. We approached 
shore and floated on the 
water trying to spot ducks 
or geese by the bay. We 
did not really try very 
hard to find anything. 

Just being on this trip on 
our own was enough of 
an adventure for all of us. 

The rainy weather we 
were experiencing made 
us consider canceling our 
overnight stay but later 

stopped. __ 

The decision was made 
to stay out over night. We 

parked our boat on a muddy shore at low tide and tied 
long line to some bushes on land. In the dull light 
vhether or not we should 
dra where we stopped. It 
was a warm summer evening and there was a breeze 
that blew all the mosquitos and biting insects away. 
We scanned the clouds and took that chance that it 
might not rain again. We spread out our plastic tarps 
on the ground and opted to sleep out in the open. 

In the dark we slept by a fire we lit for warmth and 
to cook our meal of hot dogs and a pot of tea. In the 
dying light of the fire, the clear sky was filled with 
bright stars that lit up our surroundings in a blue glow. 
As we lay on our backs searching the stars we talked 
and laughed about the day's adventure. 

Every once in a while one of us would point out 
slow moving satellites in the sky and bright flashes of 
meteors entering the atmosphere. The fresh air and 
long day out on the land pulled us into a deep restful 

In the morning, the clouds were back and we woke 
up to*a slight drizzle. It felt good to wake with the soft 
drops of rain on our faces. We decided to head back 
to town. As we approached the community we felt 
like triumphant hunters or fishermen coming back 
from a long trip out on the land. The rain fell steadi- 


We are proud to honour the Chiefs and 
Leaders for their dedication & commitment. 

NORTHERN LIGHTS HERITAGE SERVICES ENC. 



• TRADITIONAL STUDIES 
581 CARLAW AVE., WINNIPEG, MB R3LOV3 
E-mail: northernlightsheritage@shaw.ca Phor 
v.petch@shaw.ca (204) 23 


00000 

• 50 Regular Games 

• 2 Bonanzas 

• 1 Odd/Even 

• 2 Early Birds 

Satellite Bingo played nightly at 9:00 p.rr 


3414 -118 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta 

(780) 474-4670 


Celtic Homes 

Storting at $61.0(1 per squore foot 



MODULAR HOMES featuring isofoam insulation 

LOW [WINDOWS .NATIONALHOMEWARRANTY 
SILENT FLOOR SYSTEMS • OVER 30 YEARS BUILDING EXPERIENCE 

( 780 ) 488-1307 

SHOW HOME AT 

12345 - 121 St., Edmonton, Alberta d ' 
(Yellowhead Trail & 121 Street) 

9 TOLL FREE 1-877-488-1307 Some 

www.teltkhomes.ab.to 


In tribute to 
our Northern Heritage. 

H L Powell Trucking 

A Corporate Partnership 

0 ^^ 


ly on our heads as we rode past the high banks of the 
community and a few Elders looked down on us from 
the top. They nodded their heads approvingly and I 
imagined that they might be recalling their first solo 
adventure on the river. We felt very proud of ourselves 
and we headed home with the exciting news of our 
trip hot on our lips and fresh in our minds. 
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Real Caskets for 
Unique People 



Country Log Caskets »77-96L|2334 

■■Built Rugged - Personal Choice " m ™ ™, 



Phone: (780)751-3921 
Fax: (780)751-3831 a*w- 

Box 40 General Delivery, Grouard, Alberta TOG ICO 
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Honour Earth Mother 

By 

Basil Johnston 

An offering of teachings and stories flowing with 
respect and gratitude for our Earth Mother and 
what we need to remember to take care of her. 

Cover Art by Ken Syrette 
Illustrations by Polly Keeshig-Tobias 
Published by Kegedonce Press 
Cape Croker First Nation 

Wiarton, ON N0H2T0 
Tel/Fax: (519) 534-5107 
Available through Inside Story Book Store 
Leora or Linda, 551 Berford Si.. Wiarton, ON N0H 2T0 
Tel/Fax: 519-534-0572 
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Wesuhkechahk Omikiy Mechiw is provided by the 
Lac La Ronge Band, Curriculum Resource Unit 
who are dedicated to providing quality educational 
resources to all the people of the First Nations. 


Wesuhkechahk Omikiy Mechiw 

Illustrated by James Ratt; told by Evelyn Gamble; collected by Marg Gardipy 




He came to a big rock and decided to rest a bit. He didn’t know that the rock was 
very hot and he didn’t feel his rear burning right away. When he did, he jumped 
up so fast that some of his rear got stuck to the rock. He was really sore after that. 



MELLOY 

[im AND ASSOCIATES LTD. 

Since 1986 

• Pressure Vessel Fabrication 

• Pipe Spooling 

• Module Construction 

• Repairs To Vessels, Boilers, 
Heaters, Furnaces 

• Full Field Service 

( 780 ) 450-1122 

Fax (780) 462-0932 
3712 - 93 St., Edmonton, AB 
www.melloy.com 

ORBITAL WELDING - SHOP & FIELD APPLICATIONS 




We can supply you with quality 

✓ Business Forms 

/ Business Cheques 

at Competitive Prices 
So, before you go to NEBS 
or those other Mail Order guys 
for customized stuff- 
Check us Out! 

%}uiek Trint 
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FOOTNER FOREST 
PRODUCTS LTD. 

proud to be: 

A part of the Alberta Forest Industry. 
Working with Aboriginal 
Communities. 


South Highway 35 

Box 1856, High Level, Alberta TOH 1Z0 
Phone (780) 841-0008 or Fax (780) 841-0010 
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As he walked along the path he came to the same rock that he had sat on, but he 
was so stupid that he didn’t remember. Anyway, there on the rock were two pieces 
of meat. He picked up the pieces and tasted them and found them really tasty so he 
ate them all. “Manitoo takes good care of us,” he thought. 


Congratulations to Assembly of First Nations 
Grand Chief Phil Fontaine 
From the management and staff at 

Baker Funeral Chapel Inc. 


5302 - 50 Avenue, Wetaskiwin, Alberta T9A 0T1 

Jason Wombold Phone: (780) 352-2501 

Owner/Funeral Director Fax: (780) 352-8426 
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Alberta Wilbert 
Sales Ltd. 


duality Tank Systems 
SUPPLIERS OF: 

• Septic Tanks 
• Concrete Holding Tanks 
' ite Water Cisterns 

• Infiltrator Field S> 

& Commercial Systems 



( 780 ) 447-2222 

1 -800-232-7385 Fax: [7801 447-1984 
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:)NY PLAIN, AB 

0) 963-4330 or fax (71 



INJURED IN A CAR ACCIDENT? 

... then do not wait, please call 


CMDI 


Wdnteiztz & Solldtara 

maoim tyrjM mvyms 


• No fees until you collect 

• Free initial consultation 

• We pay all legal disbursements 

• Home & hospital appointments available 

• Serving Aboriginal communities for over a decade 

• Serving Alberta, The Yukon, NWT, and B.C. 


EDMONTON Jake Chadi 














































